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SATURDAY' PIRE 1N CHILAGO

 The Prelude to the Drama of the

t Great Conflagration.

"!l‘wenty Acres of Buildings

; Burned.

Beven Hucdred Thousand Dollars' Worth of
Property Consumed.

A AL

JTHE LOSSES AND INSURANCES.

;I"rom the Chicago Tribuoe (the Inst numbar lssued)
’ of Sunday, Oct. 8.)
DISCOVERED.
The sounding of the fire alarm from box 248, at
bout eleven o’clock last night, was \he solemn pre-
nde to one of the most disastrons and imposing
agravions which has ever visited o city, which
already enrollea in her annals numbera of such
tatlons, many of them so tervible that they ¢an
TVO a8 eras in her history. For days past alarm
as followed alarm; butthe comparatively trifing
Osses have famillarised us 10 the pealing of the
onrt House bell, and we had forgotten that the
beence of raln for three woeks had left everythung
50 dry and infNammable a condition that a spark
ight start a flre wolch would sweep from end to
Jend of the olty.
. Only a few minutes clapsed after the striking of
alarm before the flames were ssen sawoeplng o
e sky, and thelurd Ught that lilumined the tort-
gréw more and more powermil, casting 1ts bril-
¢ raye inevery direction, bringing out im bold
6f the fronts of the bulldings which faced It from
U quarters, The wind, scoming to rise as the
r:m did, set from the southwest, carrving with 1t
ita onward rugh streams of sparks, clodera and
burned pleces of wood, which covered the
with dazzling spangles, sweeping northeast-
d like a 0ight of ilousands of metcors, but falls
steadily in & flery shower of rain, over that
road arca emnbraced between the river, tue South
d Wells street and Jackson sireet, the lighter
moing (ar over o the North Division, while the
: vier and more dangerous oncs fell vefure they
Freached that point. They dropped with great force
m the ground, to the occnslonal aanger of fook pas-
agers and the scaring of horses, aud showered
pon the roofs of bulldings, inspiring ¢ onstant fears
A% other conflagrations would break out, aud that
terrible broad area wouldbe covered by the fames
Rnd put it out of the power of the engines to combat
JShem,
| Late as It was, the splendor of the flumes and ihe
ywonderiul brilllancy of the sky wcre such as to at,
gract enormous crowils from every quarier. The
ensely populated guarter of the West Duvision lylng
ear the fire would have, of 1tseil, been sufilcient to
noke up the surrounding streets with a dense and
Rmpassable crowd, but, aa the fire showed no signs
@l abating, they came from grealer und greater dis-
Jtances, forcing their way down Clinton street, in the
foentre of which, near Adams, wera hall a dozen
Bolated sirect cars, utterly unable, for some time to
e, to gel back 1o tuelr stavles, aml geltug over
aronud the obstructious cuused by pollcémen or
nes, made thelr way down o Juckson, near
began, and stoppwd there, caring
ulll.lg lor tie smouldering raios widch lay be-
ond that point, Tuey erowded Qaincy, Adams and
Jackson atrects on the 0.8 side of the Javer, while
thers, [ar more anxious, were fearful that e biaze
Ight 8t any momeut leap across tne South
anch and sweep Loward the filled streets leading
‘to and on toe east side of tue Seulh Branci.
* AL flrat the convourse was il from the West Side,
Jbutas tlime passed on they bepun to cowe from
cross the water, and a4 the Llizlng viaduet and
Xhe pollee made Adaws street Lridge unpussable,
‘$hey awept 10 @ s0lld wass Beross Mdlsen  sireet,
nu:% a8 they crossed, the returulug stream  of
who had sitisfied their curtosity, or Who felt it
advisable to stay tuere afler twelve e'clock. Tue
ridge and the approach on Madison sireet were
®overed with men and women, aloae aud nitogether,
?no found there o lavoraole poiut lor watching the
es, while they were geoeraliy out of the reach
{ the [ading cluders. Tho viaduct ac Adams street,
g'm; Its blazing woudwork, slood wat Lu bold relief,
‘mnd beyond and audern*sil 16 nothing but a wida
nirtwind ol Qames, ouscured for o moment by
ursts of srioke, but reappearing the next with
Aded  Lrilllauey. Tue dre, puraiug close dowa
o the viver, aod lmpelled eastward by
the wind, seemed to oue lousing from the bridge
10 have almost reached wcross (e water, aud o
MAve pArtially consuined that, a4 well as the mors
mboatlbie makerial on wolch 1t was realy leed-
ﬁn. Above the soumi of the cunflagration orcaston-
ally rose Lie screatd ol the engliies or the thunder of
falling beam3d and twublipg houses.  The snarp
mwell of smoke flled the @ir wilkh 1S oppressive

Or.

(‘mon the weet slde of Clinton atreet, from Jackson to
Adama, were Lhe reiles oi ihe hoageloll goils of the
yple Who Ba beeu ving on the east side of tue
t, Fomeulmes piled on drays or Wagons, but
perally piled npon the sidewalk. After the ad.
olning houses had proved 10 sinall 1o contain e,
helr frayed ana delapuiated condition testiied to
Y0e haste with whicu they hal pecn carried away.
m, aroand snd among the.n were their unforfus
n'!g POHSSSEOT w;mngnd been wakened Irom a
and siecp in :h]un thiey were relrealing themsalves
the m?llluul gervices of tne rmorrow, and who,
d of getiing up to dresa [or cuureh, follmi
nemselves compelied Lo snaten what they could
and fiy for their uves, Those who were mear Juck-
0 street could 100K CASLWAIY, ACroaa ik Wellering
of fire, through winch, bluck and desolate, ran
wckson street, like some romd cotting through the
nfernal regions, From the wrecks of buining
bulldings, Irom raphily consuming lambec plles,
mnd more slowly but move steadily burning ooal
eaps, rose thousands of jots of Name, whirling up
Q‘mn them plllars of swmoke, through which loowed
wp the tatier buildings aiong tue river, or the slen-
dor masts and basiig Tigring of fome veasel to the
river. So prand aml =0 novel Was the spectacle
that those poor men and women wio #100d shelter-
Jess by night didt vot wall and tuoan and hug their
half- Lables tighter to their busoma, as 1 the
eastom o1 such occasious, but stood gazlug stralgi
forward. _I'bey did not stop to kee what they had
. lost, or to inguire mto inecunditlon of what they
tind saved, out warched with lutease admlration
he terribly beauntiful spectacie which uniolded 1t saif

before thea.
. Further north on the street (he efforts of tae fro-

="

the "&i"" of Ulinton strect and the river, at a
point t midway between Van Buren and Jiack-
e uping sorom 10 ke north ho o6 Jack:
.- o wureatoned to follow that Lne no one
oonld pow far. ‘The Fire Department were
pawerless to chock the ogreas of the fre,
L wi‘&'mt‘;" mnla‘:'l "“I'-'ri-'m“"t’ﬁ' u‘n? orth

f n -
;?rlg.‘ On' Jackson street, between Cilnton and
s, there was & coutlnuous Lne of wooden
b

S

E

dings, mostly \Wo-story frame dwellings, and
pack of Lhese were various carpenter shops, barns,
sl woodpiles, &c., all which became 8o
rapialy surrounded by fire as to renuer the saving of
the contents an Impossibiliy, Inwany cases thers
wns barely e Lo arouse the vccupants and \E::
tuem in safety from the prewises, One atter ano
TiK BUILDINGS WERE ENVELOFED IN FLAMES,
and in the brief space of twenty minnles Lhe space
betwesn Jackson nod Adams aud Clunton street and
the river was all ablaze, On the east side of Coual
street, lﬂlﬂlnmuau 1t and the Fittsburg and Fort
wgine road iracks, bounded north and south
by Adiama and Jackson, were several coal and lum-
ber odices, wll of which disappeared llke tinder,
Huge piles ol coal—hunsdreds ol wons of anthracie—
back of these buildings, and the heat and flames
sl last became #0 intense 48 10 commueicate with
the coal and set 1L on fire.  Up to this ma the pas.
Bage acroas Adams street Lridge nad been unre-
stricted save by the volumes of snoke and cinders
dn\m;d in that direction, buv at lass he flames

THE ADAME STREWT VIADUCT,
and soon_a wall of five drove across the pass
way and barred it afectaally, Under the bridge the
devouring element was suckea with leariul velociey,
ani betore any steps could be taken Lo prevent it
the sidewalks and ratlmgs of the iron viadact were
lapped up, and a lonlr. low shed, on the northeast
coruer of Adams and Canal sireets, usod as a frelgnt
depository by the United Swates and Adamns ExXpress
Compunies, was doomed to destenction.  As rapldly
a8 possible the cenlents weres removed, but Lhere
wus not Lime enough (0 save one-guarter of the
gooils in store.  Beyoad this shed, to vhe eastward,
stood o large numbey of
PABSENUER COAOHES
belonging to the Pittsburg and Fort Wayne Rallroad
vompuny, o suve which lb was necessary to tear
down the shod, which was socvessfully accom-
lished. Had is been otherwise and had these cars
uken fire noining coubd have clhecked the flames,
which would have connnupicated with the Pittaburg
and Fert Wayne rrulgln. depot, consuming in thelr
traln the passenger bulldings, cars, &o., and never
stopplng until Madison street-bridge was re
All thus was fortunately prevented by the strennous
endeavors of cliizens—the Fire Deparument helog
noabe to o te 10 advantago in this locality—
who, appreciatlog the terrible ganger of a further
spread to the east and northeaal, labored [nost he-
roleally in the mids; of & borrible shower of Lvid
cwdera and a Serge, hot, driving smoke,
BOUTH LiNE OF ADAMS AIREET.

While the citizens were batlling so successafully
between Canal street and the river, norih of Adams
streer, the Aremen were having a furlous contest on
tue soutu line of Adams sireet, weat of Canal, and
exteuding néariy to Clinton street. ‘whe buildings
were all wooden structures, mainly occupled as
residences, and it had becomo perfecily olear to
everybody that the nl‘l'elt fight must rake place at
this polnt. Once 186 the fNames cross to tho
ngam line of wooden structuréa on Adams street
[l
TUE CONSEQUENCEA WERE AWFUL TO CONIEMPLATE,

A dozen leads of bose—all that could be worked
to advantage—were brought into the street, and as
many streams of water were diregted on the burn-
1ng boildings, the rear portions of which were blaz-
in Ineh by iuch those firemen fought
for an advauiage, Aghiing (o a perfect lLeil of heat
and smoke. 'Their courage aud endurance were
sometulng magnilieent.  While the spegtators, hun.
dreds ol leet further away, cowered before the ter-
rible beat and bilnding dritt of glowlog claders, the
pipemen stood their grouud, often for five minutes
&t & stretch, witiun & dozen feet of the wall of fire,
now aond tnen withdrawing a Tew paces ln order to
gel breath, only 10 return 1o the charge as manfully
48 belore. ‘Tney could not hope Lo extinguish, but
they awd succced in subduing, the flames s0 us
to save Lhe opposite buiidiags, and prevent any
furtiuer spread of the cunfagration. This was the
grand piched batile of the occasion—the master-
piece of the deparnment—and It deserves to be sig-
naiized as4 one ol tie most remarkaole achieve-
menes ou regord.

TilE BOUNDARIES
gﬂthe conflagration may pe briedy sammarized as
OWE—

Eetween Clinton and Canal streets, about three-
fourths of the area gouth toward Van Baren street,

Hetween Uanal streac and the river, about pine.
tenins of the area south toward Van Buren street,

Dewweon Caual street and the river, and Adams
and Jackson srreets, the entlre area.

Between CUanal and Chinton etreets, and Adams
and Jackson streets, about seven-cignrns ol the en.
Hre arems, the only remaining buiilugs being the
fronitage of abont elghty fcet on Adsms and 128 feet
on Chnton street,
On the east suie of Canal, north of Adams, about
one hundred feet from‘aio—mn Expreas Company
[reight sneds-—is consum
Ad nearly as can be estunated the total area burned
OVEr Covers about twenty acras, which 14 by tar ino
largest disirict ever deyastated by fire 1o Chicago,
eyl eolpsaing the tfamous confagraton of 1867,
JAUKBON STHEET.

Frdm the planing mull the Dumes travelled with
ungovernabile fucy west and north, lguinng atl the
lumper in the lumber yard atiacied 1o tho planl
miil. The spark:—somo large Lrands—wera carris
by the draugnt of alr on to Clluton sireet. Mean-
white the wruck nouse, owuned by the city and situ.
ated on the soutuwest corner of Jackson and cun-
ton strefts, Igmisd, wis reduccd 10 o clader in
A remarkanly short tme, A row ol dwelling honses
on Jackson street, between Canal aud Clnton,
cuugnt lire sumewhere ln the mmlddle, the famed
BlI0D Irow the, lumber yard on the sonth side,
Lmpelled by 4 roaring soutbwest wind, ‘Thess dweil-
Ipyg Loused, dried almost to under by the long con-
tinaed droughi, fell belore the colsuming ed
without appearing to add o their savige hriillancy,
po quickly were Laey destroyed, Toey succeeded in
pelping the fre wnio.the Was<a of dry barns, oat.
houses, suanties, shops and dwelilng hoases sl nsted
on Clinton street aod in 1'8 rear,  They were all on
fire in a few minutes, and in a few mMore were re-
doced 10 a=hes. All the dwellingson Jackson streat,
frou Canal to Clinton, were thus destcoyed, whille
the fire traveiled hall way to Adama, on Clinton.

‘fhe whole of the row of houses, ten in number,
was owned by Alanson Watson, and were totally de-
stroged. Théy were occupied bY twenly elght [ami-
1iea In all, who lost all their property with the ex-
ception of & few articles they had succeeded In re-
moving bejore the Names réndered ingress to their
bmmm!s 1mpossibie,

Noy 67 Juckson was a two-story Irame house, on the
corner of Clinton sireet. It was ocoupiea by three
families, namea respectively, Peters, Wiliams and
1maacs, Willams was a printer. The total 1088 of
the three inmliles must have been aboul $400, npon
wilch there Was no (nsurance.

No. 65 was vacant, and owued by Lazaras Sliver-
man; total loss, No. 01 was also owned by Mr, Si.
i dnd aicupeg b N, osats, » Hackme.

waa abon H

No. 01 was owned hy’ur. Wataon ana occupled o
Patrick Power, 1s 1048 was probably §300; nsurei
for £600, thongh he does not Know in what company,
and believes the policy has expired,

No. 60 was owneid by Mr. Watson., It was & two.
story houss, Thomas Walker and two daaghters
ocenpied the lower part of the house, Their posses-
stons, valued perhaps at $300, were all desiroyed,

and were not insured.  The upper siory was occu.

tedl by Mra. Meveill, who was in greac dintreas, have

¢ o Bliocs on ber fees, which were wel and nasty,
It 18 probable that her [o=8 1 $1u9; 0o Insurance,

Now 57 was ulso a two story house, owned by Mr.
Watson, and occapled on the wwoer icor by Frede-
rick Greenough. llis loss 18 §600; uninsured. He

men and tho cusiward feudency of the wind had
‘preserved the houses [ncing wesi on Clinton street,
e Bouthern enes betnyg mere shells and thele condis
uon improving as one wenl north, thowb they wer

- all much scorched and rendered unticablinato by

\e fire aud its opposmg € clieni—wiloe, bt
though those sombre aml fornbbdinr-looking teae-
‘snents generally wired ho vicw yoi teoagi siloys
and occRsional broaks b he catictlngs one e ald

shere ge. a view Into e urdee s & iichiny beyoud -
wed and sulp uarons ghudpses, &0 ol VOTe gasing
th Wt portils ol bell. o one wasied any (e
upon ihose Mdaviduala W
ons, aid the osly peisent who approwlied
@M WOre D Search of titurind o coneerning their
tole waurance to wotch they geaerully repliea
Khat they nad none, » 1ou Laey ropiod al all o what
shey often constierod & vooy Guiec==ary and ratiev
FLnGNns quiestion.

Imgquiries wore 4100 mnae &8 to whether any
Wpersons were sisang or had been dwpared: bl
white 1t s tmposst be, 2o gereat was the confuston,
<0 Ascertoin ninch concerning i, it w bayond doubt
/AL One  person Wud sertousiy tnjured and another
18 MOost IKely nEsng oy ever, uiiess some portion
‘of her bonex ghould have escapad the action of Lhe
AR fAames wideh enveloped them,  Nes, Down-

ng an oll womun who ilved in one of the
ouses on the north side of Jaggson street, near
mnal, and who, surprised (n her siesp by the ad-
wanciug (ire and stupolving smoxke, Wouil have noen
unaule to eseape without forelgn aid.  Happliy this
was aforded by & printer of (he name of Kobert
Campsie, who succoeded W cArvying her our, hat
wol antil she bad beem sevorely burned, nor did ne
escape without serious Injuries, Sne was lakon to
# house on Jefersou street, wot Tar off, wheve she 1§
xnow receiving medical atientlon. bBut, while she
wacapod, her  daugiter-in-law, Margaret Hadley,
with whom she was living, was left beliind, and nas
mot been heard of slnoe, T4 18 only remarksblo that
‘an the sudiden origio nnd rapd progresa of the Ore
anore accidents did not oceur,

Aller o time the chiel interest of all who conlil gev
anywhere near it, or form anjy idea conoerning 18,
way centred b the norsheast cornet of the fire, that
Leing the ouly poiut where there was much danger
of its extenaing, Dut 1t preseatly became apparent
Shist Ae puralstont and desporate efforie of Ly Are-
men had stopped 1t there, and  conssquontly the in-

.« terest begau (o die away, and the confagration Lo
be looked upon as someining of a wilure by tioso
whose res.lences wers entirely out of danger snd
who disliked to sce 50 promising 4 SenanLon velning
to an end, Buat while these people from ndistanes
marched off the Dremen pever stupped for o moment
i Eheir horolo efforts, wition were, happliy, unrlis-
wurbed, fur, with the exceplion of one fale alarin,
nothing ovourred W distract Chelr sitention fron
e business in haod,

PROGATESRS OF THE CONFLAGRATION,
. ALthe tiwe of the appearance of Lue flve, which
wriginatedl In Luil & Holmew' planing mill, on Canal
wireot, near Vi Buten, (he wind Wwas blowing due
gorih, 80 ol the spread of the Names was nortn-
ward In the main, althougl the mischiof was sonn
eommunicated o 1Ne rgab and 1o, and the diairie!
from Clinton sireet to the river, a distance of two
plocks, wus cmbraced an rthe destructon, Soon,
nowever, the wind veered from the sontiiwest, anid
e e 0i Oro began to take an angls to the nortn
wast. The bulidings snd plles of jymbor Lelween

Ao beside ther pos- |

Wil Walking [or some miraculous agency Lo restoro
nia property.  The apper foor was oceapled by Sam
© MeAllster, who Aaye e lost $600 any way, sud had
! no consoliulon of jsurance,

Now. 85 63 and 1 completed the i1t of ruiped
nonuses in inis locality, ail owaed by Mr. Warson,
| w0 more or less occupied, occupanis hal vaos
| ishedd 1o sife quareers, and could not be found, The
| total loss on buildings on this sirect, on tne mori
sulg o1 the same, will probably amount to §5,000;
whether Jasured or not couid not be iearned st
{ Dight, The 1044 to the property of occnpasuls was

asslbly  $5,000, 1he lusuraace on whicth will be
vand vers hght indeed,

IN THR REAR,

Hoattered around in the rear of those Nonse: was
AU unuumbered moss of mwiellunmns buatdings,
The carpenter ahop, owned by John Stephenson and
occupied by man  hawed Kicin,
siroyod, A barn
owned by Kuun, mmiunap tne carpenter sliop, was
destroyeid, Loss oo Toere was no insucance in
ALY One of these cpses,  THore Was al#o an unpre.
tending two stocy (raue hovse owaed by Mr. Pierce,
wnich was olso destroyed, kis furpliure was &
total loss, sggreguiug $1,200, om which tiere 18 no
Insuraney,

The pouth slde of Jackson street, as above - tated,
Wis gconpted by the track house belonging te the
city. Loss, §2,000,

ULINTON STRERT,

Adjoining the truck house on Clinton mtrest stood
WO one-story frame cottages, owned by Messrs.
Haltslander & Wandall, a8 a box, bilnd and sash Tac-
tory, Thelr esiablishment was plied np with mber
and valuable propecty, and they claim to hwve lost

was de

$10,000 by the trahsaction. ‘Thoy were protected
wlth i II'P'I.It proportion of lnsnrance.
No, 186 Clinton sivees was north of Jueksou. N

WaS @ tWo-story lraune  house, where Mr, Monatian
Wved, He was ciaployed o the Alton and S& Louals
Ralivond depor 13 waneral porteér or In somes other
capacity, e socoonded In saving  lis s, but
clalms to have lodt o respectable” mmount.  here
was no lnsuraiice oo his Jdestructible proporty.

No, 184 was owned by Mr. Watson and’ océnplod
by Jolin Weiss, wito insi=ts that his name jo decent
Eoglish is White.  Mis furmiture coversd e shite.
walk to an appailing aistance, bl he insiseed on s
loaing $4m, on wiicn e hdd $500 insacance i the
Firemen's, J

No, 182 was alsa owneid by M. Watson and ocon
etk by B Cronin, whose Toas I8 clisaed to o 8003

qored for 000 The facniture 'S ingured for § 200,

NO, 150 was aiso owned by Watson, sl oconpien
Ly an laraelist oy named =hodi  His logd 19
assnmed to have been $1,200; lnsured lor §7o0,  Mr,
Sililvan, nq:q accupled the top ooy, lost all s

roperty,  Nonsurance,

v .’iz;. I.’:! Iy und 178 were owned by C. B, Farwell,
They wera but slighiiy injured.  No, 176 was also
owned by M Varwell, snd ocoupied by Juames

nley.

mj‘u :rnuu4q v the vear lived @ hackman named
Leawis, who saved his hack. Newr him was the
wagon shop of Messrs, Dolzer & o, wino Lo just
al the prosent time @ great press ol repalring on
nand, ‘They 108t not only their entire stock, but
number of wigonssent over for repalrd.  LOsS auout
$8,000; Insurance probably light,

cnrrent that & wake was being celcbrafed in one of
L0o wretcued shiukies lo Lhe rear, the pa
Roing the ceremonics bel

was left 1o the Douse wid burned, Wnasher
this wias truo o fulse 1t wis lLposalble Lo discower

CANAL BTREEET—THE ORIOIN,
The firs origluated in the boiler roon of the large
planing mil of Lull & Hol at No, 204 Cansl
Btreot, and, as fur as could be ascertalned, was
groundiess—Lhal 1, no (bie or probable causs
Wa4 asalgued for lts orlain, The bullding was of
brick, two stories in height, and about 100x60 feet on
the ground. The wihole bullding, machinery aund
material of the flrm were consaomed, :uvol\rm&l
1038 Of not less thun $20,000, The msurance on tho
planing mill was aboat two-thivds that amount.

In tae rear of this was o box factory be.onging to

Mr. Fosier. The loss ia stated to be about $4,000;

anred for #1,500,

Dip nori of the pianiug mill was a two-story
frame dwelilng, which was totally destroyed; no
insurance, as iar as could be ascertalned, Nurth of
the dwelling on Canal strect was & two story frame
butlding, used a4 o Baloon and dwelllog. Tols was
totally consamed, with a total loss of aboot $1,000
to the occupant, and Do fusurancs as far as could be
ascertained,

At Nod, 180 and 191 South Canal =tresl was aito-
ated the Excelsior Viuegar Works of F. Weigle, Tue
bulldiog ana machnery were enlirely coasumed,
involving o loss of fully $12,000 to the proprietors,
On this there was an Insuranceé of $8,000, as [ol.
lows:—Teutonia, of leelnn* $1,000; Alps, of Erta,

1,000; Hiber! of Cleveland, $1,000; Coleago Fire,
2,000; Knickerbooker, of Onl , §1,000; Gl
ng, of Pennsylvanly, $1,000,

ON THE EAST SIDE

of Canal strect the wind permilied a scarcely less
disastrous conflagration in proportion to the “value
ol the property tiiau «ccarred oo the west #lde. The
Racine Houso was locatod &t No, 210, and suffered
the late ol the rest of the ltl'e&kl, belng totally con-
sumed, The Lutlaing belogged tv o man unamed
Mage, and was uninsurad.
The Unlon Wagon Works, situated at No. 100, on
the same strect, were also totally consumed, 1,
were owned by Mr, K, I. Flood, wnose loss on build-
ing and stock will approximate $17,000, Mr. Fiood
18 understood to have been Lnsared for $6,000,

Messra, Guq’:ln & Fuoss, manufacturer: of shingles
and latn, at No3, io, 222 2u4, 226 and 2.8 Canal
Birest, nad, in additlon, a large lumber yard, in widen
wero contained not less than lour willion feet of

lumber. About one-third of this was destroyed, the
loss lnvolved belng  between $30,000 and $60,000,
:‘h‘eé,r‘mmcs was  §1,600, all placeu by the Fire-

At Nos, 216 and 218 were the lumber of John
Sherifls & Son, These yards contained not (ar from
three million feet of lumber, valued at over $65,u00.
‘Ineir lusurance was large, but not commensurate
with toeir loss, Among toe \tems may be mentioned
00 in the Germauis, nnd $10,000 1o the Liverpool,
ndon and Globe, Other compantes coutd nob be
legroed until the openu:%‘or the firm’s safe. The
whols sumn was stated to be $35,000,

At No. 214 was sitzated a large two-story frame,
ocoupled by several German familles ns dwelling
nouses, The ownerstup was uuderstood to have
been in Messrs. Sheriifs & Son, and the loss was
complete. The Orm held some luduraucc, but how
muclh was not ascertained.

L No. 212 was a two-story frame, also belonglog
to SherifMs & Son. In this bulding was the odice of
the drom. It was totally destroyed.

TUR GREATEST LOSS

of the destructive five, next to the plaalng wmill, was
1a the coal and woud yards on the east side of Uanal
strees, The Nrst of these was at No. 170 Canal
strees, where B, Holbrook had an Immen se amount
of coal Jn store. ‘Lhe value of $he BWCK Wik sel &t
$368,000, and 1t will be nearly all lost. The |nsurauoe
was not large enough Lo cover everytilog, being
not far from $25,0.0. This was placed in the Fire.
:.en's, Muiual Security, Germanls snd two other

I panies,

The pext firm north of Holbrook was a smaller
one, Messrs, Lamon & Corcisll. ‘They were enurcly
burned ous,

North uf the last named firm was the establish-
ment of W. E. Joonson, ageut of the WlLmingion
Coal Company. He naa quiie alarge amonut of coal
on hand, sod his loss will nOt be es33 tan §a0,000,
The lnsuranye will amount to about two-thirds of
this sum.

Directly norgh of Holhrook's yard was the black.
smitn shop of the Plitsburyg, Fort Wayne aail Chi-
cago Ralroad Cowmpnny. In this were o large
amount of valuable tools and machinery, which
we& entirely consumed. The loss will be alout

'Two barns were Included in the fire on tho east
mde of the streer, and the loss In them Wwas, pers
haps, even more nutortunate than in the yards,
The barns belopged to Messts. Johnson aud Hols
brook, and in eaci of them were consumea valuable

live stock., The los3 ot Mr., Hoibsook under this
head will, It ts understood, be excepuonuliy heavy,

The number of norses lost conld not be ascertained,

but will not be iess than bail o dozon, and way

reach twice that number.

ADAMS STRERT.

Spon after midnight the fire began to appear 1o

the rear ol the bulidings fronting on the south skie
ol Adams, The fames came ou In vasi volume,

and in less than ten minutes Nos, 38, 42, and 44 were
enveloped, ‘Tuey were as dry a8 tinder, and burned
rapidly. The flames ran up the rear of Lio honses,

alung toe roofs und shdes, barst out of tha windows,
and Ju twenty minutes 0ot s vestige was left, Tae
firemen hoad all they could do (0 preveat the tire
{rom leaping ncross the street, and the baldings on
the opposite 8ue wereonly saved by belng delaged

With water.
80 FIERCE WAY THE WEAT

that the crowd fell back voluntarily before I, glad
enoun 1o get teyond the reacit of its scorcilng
power. No. 35 wis owned by Sawmuel Wagner, wio
lived in the basement, aud toe lrst door was occo-
pled a3 8 swiooi,  Nos, 42 and 44 were totally de-
stroyed, the latier belng owned by Me Stephenson,
Fortunately there were vacaut lots along the sireet,
aud the loss of property was, therelore, less, as
nothing conld have stayed the progress of the fire
had tiie block been entirely bulit
When the flev Bueaicnsd to consume the honsel
on Clinton street the Inhabitanis began to move
therr goods amd rarmitare ous on the sirect, They
were iostly poor peaple, 30mo of tocm  LOATGErs,
and all of toem will be 4l & seriodd 1oss, 1o say noth-
ing oi the luconvenlence aad discomiors they sal-
fered, Beds, cludres, tables, bureans, clothing, aad
everythung that mukes up houvschold farnloare wera
heaped up o an diserimngaie mass, guarded by
the owners, who s1ood gazing upon the ﬁm sea that
spread vat before tnem, There wero
MESN, WOMEN AND CUILDR®N,
babes In thewr mothers' arms, and lictle onea, who
coald not (u'ly comprehend the disaster, clinging
aroond them and coving pitlably for proteciion. The
Bight was heartrending,  Many of them mourned
ther 1088, but wll seemed thankinl that their hves
and toe lives of those dear to them wers preserved
from the mercuess wave of flre that swepi every.
thing before i, Une poor man deplored the loss of
an overcont which cost hilm $40a lew days previous,
and his wile wondered where he could find another
to shelter him trom the cold of the approaching
winter, A woman lying sick in one of ihe houses
alone, her hasband bewng away, did not discover
her aanger until the flre was close upon her prem-
|ses, Thon she escaped with a blankel around Ler,
everything siie owned In the world being ablase a
few minuies afterwarl, 5o was with man
others, There wore cases of distress ail aroand,
but it would b2 unpossible ae Uis writlug to nar-
rale any more,

THE ADAME STREET VIADUUT,

The new viadact vver Adams streot was wrapped
In flame and abont one nundred [eed ol the Nooring
wis burned. ‘The paiut was scorohed and hilstered,
the tolal damage anmount 10 abont $1,000, which
the city will have to pay. From s distance the view
ol the yviaduos was weird and grand, ‘I'ne iron rail-
Ing stood out Lke 1oe ribs ol some glrantic skeloton
coiademned to the lower regions, the flames anl
smoke twistlng and twirling uround and o and vt
among them.

The Adams and United States pxpress Companles
had a small shed jor the dehivery of gomla near the
vimduot, and froating on tue rallread track. Sowme
men who were looking after the properlty were
driven away by o Bhower of sparks falling a8 thick
a8 =nowntukes, but they returned and moved away
1Wo or threo cars stunding near the shed,  The shed
ftsall took fire soon after from the viadact and was
tolally desiroyed. The losa and lasurauce, 1 wny,
could not be definitely ascortatned,

TIR NATIONAL BLEVATOR,
owned by Viocent, Nelson & Co, made a narrow
escape. For atme w seéemed (0 De aluost sur-
roucded oy the names, and lookod LiKe some tall
rock loomiog up in the midst of a fecthing ocean
of fire,  1F was expected maomentsrily w fall a prey
to the fames, Lot Dappily It was saved
THE TERRINLE SCANE—THE FLYING SUARKE AND

CINDERS,

From all tue bridges in tne vicinity of the gieat
fire Lhe sCene wis one of unparalicied, terrino
heauty. The Aense column of Moke, AFiving bes
fore te sontheastorly geule the milllons of buramng
einders, carpied by the force of the wind over &
mie from the theatre of conflagration, and the
dense, fiery glow ol the destroying eleiont (tseil
linminasing tue entire iy, made up
A PANOBRAMA OF GHAND BUT TERRIBLE FEATURES,

Everything was rendered 8o plalu by the @ogaatic
flamen that the ropes on the vesscis In the river
stood out im stranger reliof than they woud have
done [ the lght of day, while the gallant firemen

right over the bhurging bridge at Adams street, call-
lng forth the mimlr-.ntruu of all beholders, The num-
ber of spectaturs was begoud precedent, every uiley
and lane, as wall as the principal sirects, tie cross.
yards of vessals aul Uig Toois of Nouses Were gar
Pisomed with anxious sid exclted catizeus, Walening
with lutersst the progress of the fAaines.,
TAR VIME DEPARTMENT

more than surpassed sell,  No sffort was spared hy
the boys to check the advance of the grest il
siroyer, Aeain and agnin the fames appeared to
be gRining grouud, aking desperate ¢ilores to sl
over Lo the north s of Allam= street, Dul as often
did the fipemen, with ho<e and axo, repulde the
dremded encing.

The unfortunate spioon Keepors who Ll heen par-
tially burne i out oecame unduly liveenl, sod s
peused et cordinl « 1o crotds o Teaay customers,
who evidentdy believed thit (Lo wag & shate to luve
Tor gaven tu fhie daines,

0 Many placcd =ulowiiks gave way, cansing -
Miense ColiEsten a0 ranimg aronnd, Women Kept
shouting for tneir frietds, children nrade the air
resonmd wish tholr howhugs, boys yelled, widle tho
ceaseless clatter of the engimes amd the joul voices
of o Fire Marshads heiped to make up o din that
might eonluse many who hd boen veteramged to
suvh sceuvs,

THE POLICR
Bad thetr hands noce then (all In Keeping back per-
BOnA ANXI0NUS Lo get tnte the cirele of the Gre., The
roporters alone were allowed 1o pass through. Dep-
aly Wells Sheriaan Kept moving aloqu the lins,
calling out o the police, “If they :10|| .S' keep ek
100k 'om up; thats the way to 01X 'en” Huad tho
officers boen obliged to arrest evOry man that at-
tempted 1o pass the ropes all the prizons anid police

AN UNWHOLESOME SUGGRITION
was made by some bystanders. ‘Thero was & story

1
sIAUONS (0 the oityv would have been iull  The odl-

drove therr horses, coming from the South Shie fire, .

cers renaered most efl Yent service, and deserve

lnuchh prulse for t(hewr e gy und lfurbediange
turong Lhg exciement,
HFFL0U LIRS -

No five that has ever tnken plice in this eley pro-
gressed with 8o mnch Ay, afd Al uo previous
me was 1L so diiliendt to get st e UCES bud Ggures,
Ew!un‘ w. I.Ih.' Beoernl d.u-twuct.u.;n, wadeh bred @ con-

o Woever, agunile
A ATEAMER IN DANGER.
Atan early stuge of the fire the ust.ntion of the
CLALODS Was diverted for m tHoe to the 'Uhloago®
engue, which wud overtaken by wu  auteoked-for
disaster. 1t wiaa stationed ab the northwe st coraer
ot Canal and Jackson stroess, and had commenced
Operation when the eats side of o liouse secied Lo
KiVe Wy, il the Duwies barst ot 1o a fariows vol-
ume, ‘the cuging wos almost coveloped in the
Ty And the engineer and all the men were cots
i

lledd to desort her and dee lor sheir lives,  After a
6 the Aainos at (hat point subsided, and a crowd
of eibizens rusued L the resens and diagged ber off,
Bhe was considevioly dwmaged, oub nob to such an
exiant us to provent her [rom golng 10to aetive ser-
¥i08 AL & subsoquent period of the nighi.

TELEGRANIL WIRKS BROKEN,

The western wiiesor the Western Unton Telegraph
Company were boraed and broken down, S0 Uiag
COTRUMBIICHLION Wil the West was lemporarily sus-
renuud. and the wires of he Fire Alarm Telegrapl

n the westera part of the city mot Lhe sawe lute,
INCIDENTS AND ACUIDENTS —A COLLAPSE.

On the coruer of Olinton und Jackson sirects was
8 large stted, the rooi of which offered a tenpting
eoIgne of vintage™ for the crowd, 1L was gecords
ingly taken possession of wt an early 3 age of tho
fire, and LLe nwnbers on the roof kept ou increasin
til the crowd numbered about one buadred wn
fitty people, All of & sudden the roof gave way, auid
the entire structure collapsed witn & great crash,
A cry ol terror arvse frou tha crowd, Iarge num-
ber of the adventurous spirits lad gone down with
the rulns and were severely crushed. ‘Ihe precise
namber who suifered lojury was not ascertained,
BEvery effort was maco to rescue (he suilerers, and
1tis pelieved Lhat uo lives wers Lost,

The sulewalks on Clinlon street caved in while
they were crowded with passengerd, and a good
mﬂ! personus were more or less damaged by the

A NARROW RSCAPE,

When the fire was ragiog In the lnmber yard of
Bherills & son some S or elgut men weee sur
rounded oy fire and could not gee out, Paey wore
in imuminent danger of belng sufocatad or buarned,
and, as 4 last resoct they tunbled oae of the blasing
BLACKS Of lumuer luto the river, and made o sors of
rait upon walch they paddied Lhew way in salety to
toe oppoalte bauk,

FROPERTY AAVED IN THE RIVER.

Deadly diseases call for shayp remedies, It was &
singnlar algns Lo see the men velonging to the coal
iurds haullng heavy trucks and wagous and precip-

aling them ito the river.  ‘Unis was tue only metliod
to be adopted Lo 8ave tnem noder Loe clrcumstances,
About fiiteen trucks and twenty-five wagons were
in tols manuer trown tnto the river,

THE BIDEWALKS
on each side of Jacksun street, from Clinton to Ca-
nal; on both sides of Canal, lrom Adams to Van
Buron, and on one side of Clinton strect, from Jack-
Bul Lo Yau Burens sirect, were enurely burned up
Or otherwise destroyed.
LOSSHS AND INSURANCR—DIFFIOULTIES.

In a fire 0i such mwagmtade i 13 reasonable to
Eruumu Lial evecy lnsurance company o tae city

J8 gullered L0 @ greater or leaser cxient, Tue late.
ness of the hour and the excraordinary coufusion
Prevading everywiiore, however, precluded tng pos-
mmu}y Ol OULAMRLAE 4o WPProxiuation o & Correcs
list of the compaaies, The followlog are tnoug the
niies of those reported Lhis moroplog:—Firemen’s,
Home, Equitable, Uomiuercial, Unicago Flre; Ten.
tonta, Cleveland; Alps, Lycomlng, Hiberna, Bulalo
City, bullale Fire and Marine; Weston, ol Hulialo;
Andes, ol Uincinuail; Wwos Mutual, Merchaots';
Facille, ban Franciseo; Unlon, San Franecisce; Fires
muu's Friend, Kuickerbooker, Hepubile, Groat
Weslern.

AN ESTIMATE,

Owling to the extent of the fre It was lmpossible
to learo Hje losses or the lusarance of the owuers of
the property destroyeil. 'the provable loss will be
in the neighboriood of §7vu,00; the lnsurance 4
about two-tiurds ol that.

FORMER FIRES.

THE GKEAT FIRE OF LONDON.

e A

Terr.ble Conflagrations In New York,
Pittsburg, Philadelphia, San Fran-
cisec, Portland, Charles-
ton and Chicage.

TABLE OF OTHER MONSTER BURNINGS.

Tue Great Fire In Lend

We muost go back more than & couple of centurles
to find a parallel to the terrible fire which has
wrapped the city of Cnicago in a sea of reststloss
flame. OUn the 20 of September, 1860, the clty of
Londoen was almost uiterly aesiroyed by what has
Bluge been kunowu as the Great Fire, Tius awlol
confagratlon gaised hoadway with the sume ters
rible rapldity as that of last Sunday night, amd 1 flve
dreadful days of ruin and terror and paole laul twos
thirds of the Engllsh metropolls ln ashes. Like tho
fire ot Chicago It broke ont upon a Sunday, though

at o difJerent hour—two o'clock in the morving. It
origiuated In & Dakebouse, Kept by & man
with  the qgnaint name of  Farryner, at

Pudding lane, near the Tower, At that perlod the
bulidings in the English capital wers cliletly con-
structed of wood, with pitched roofs, and in tlus
parucular locality, which was imimealatery adjacens
to the water side, the stores were maimy flied
with matertuld employed In the equipmoeat of ship.
ping, mosly of ccurse of a highly combustivie na-
ture. To add to the conspiring causes of the lm-
mense mischief in wilch the fire ultimately resulled
the plpes from the New Hiver—tlhe source of the
water enpply of the city—were Jound to
be empty, and the engine which raisea water
from the Thames was among the Hrst props
erty destroyed. The vaclilatlon and indeciston
ol the Lord Mayor aggravated the confusion. For
several nours he refuscd to lsten to the counsel
given him to call in the all of the muilary, wnd
when the probable proporilons of the fire woere
plainly apparent, and woen it was clear that the de-
struction of & block of houscs Wad abolniely noces-
Fary to the preservetion of the city, he declined to
acrept the responsibility of desiroying them until
e conld obtaln the consent of thelr owners, Al

throngh Munday the wind tncreased In violence, and
the nre sped with meredible rapldity from house o
house, from streot (o strect, on I8 work of bavoe.
We cannot now do beiter (Lan trapscribe the oc-
count of woe frrther mischlel caused by tie lire mven
by Mr. Joun Evelyn, In his Dy, it reads as
follows i—

HEPE 8. The fire continuing, sfier dinner 1 took coach
with my wife snd son aul wrui to the Hankside, in South
wark, where we beliald toat deandful speclacio—iLe wiole
eity in dreadiul Uames near yo waler side; ail the o
feom the Biidge, all Thamen strect, mod upwards towaride
Cheapeside dowie W the Three tranes, were uuw ool
gumed,

The Gre having contluns? all this night (If T mar oall
that nlght which was s lght s doy for o obes ronad
abouk, afiter & dreadial manuer) when conspiring wita s
finren aastorn wind o very drie peanon; I went on Touk o
Lhe kame pines and saw the whole south part of ye city burne
ing from Chospeside 1o the Thamens und sl aloog Corpebid,
iar it kinde back sguingt  the LT
woll aa  forward),  Tower sircet, Feachureh street,
Gractonw street, wnd 80 along to Balnard's Castle, and was
now taking hold of 8. Paule’s church, to whick the seallolds
contribinted oxceedingly, The conflagration was so univer-
wil and the propie a0 wetonished that, iremn the beginnioe—T
know not irom whaly, despondency or fate they bardy
wirivod to quench l, 8o that Wers was nothing hearde or
seane but erying onl wnd lumentation, running ahout like
distraciml oreatures, witkoo: st ali aliomptiog 10 gave oven
thcir goods, anel & Brange coosleroaiion inere was dpon
them--an, as it burned bota fu lengin and breadih, tie
ehurehss, public balle, Kxchange, koapitals, monuments aud
ornaments, leaplng sitar a prodlgdons manner fron house Lo
Louee and atrects (o stroste, af ‘I'!l" distauce vne from e
other: for ve Leate, with o Tong sot of (A wud warme
wealier had even lgnlted the wir, sidd prepared (he materials
W comeplve the Pre, which devoursd alter an inersdible man-
per houses, faruisure mad evervibing. Here we saw the
Thaines covared with goods loating, ali the vargns amd

Boates lnden with whit some lad tme and con W Rive,
mh on ve other, ye carts, &¢., carrying out o the delde, which
fur roRny miles were strewed wilh moveables of all Ly

eutn oreating Lo slielter both @ ol what goods Loy
Eoul get nway. O, the Teralin Bud Sl AGIgRd Spostaciet
woeh as hnrl]' the workd had not aeens the ilke kinea the foun -
datlan of b, nor to ba oobions ll the universadl eonfle. ra-
Hon, Al the sky was of & Gery sapect like (b op of
s burulog oven, the light weens  sbovs forty miles
round about lor mnn{ tighte, tod  graot wmy
AYHR AT NEVEr pelinld the liks, now seelng alove wo thor
pasid bonaes il lnoone Mume; tie noise aud crackling wod
thupder o the hopetuons flames, ye shrieklog of women
and obildren, the huriy of people, Wie tall of wowers, Lous s
and charo es was like an hidoous storme, and he sire ali
about g0 bot and aAamed that &l last one was nol sble 1o ayp-
romch il, wo that they were [arced to stand sulio son let the
anun bugn o, which thay did for neors wwo iniles n loagth

atid ope b bredih, The elonds of smoks wers tinall, and
reached, upon compiaintion, neet 0y miles fn fopih. Thos
1leivh in e miternoono Doy log -a conemidance (o Sudom

oF the last day.  London wes, but (s ug more |

Watiing etreete, now faming aml most o
aslien (ke soues of Panis's Uew Hiks pranndos,
Joad ruuniog dowun thn sireslss In & sireame and te
aenmenis glowing with Nery peonesse, w0 a8 oo ho

| man was ahieto lrepd oo thom, anid the dewodibion had

wtopped Wl S8 passsles, w0 Lieat no beip eawd be appied,
The eanterts wind atlil more mpetgonsiy drove e Tuues
tovward, Nothing b
1o slop them, (or veine wus Al

Sery. B wa 3 o, the confasion
there was Lhen at thet Conrt | Te pisssed Hin Majesiy 10
communil me smomg Lue resh Lo looke after e quenabing of
Fetier lane and Lo presecve IF possible that pact ot Holborne,
wiiiie the rest of yo gendlemon (ooke (icir severai posts sud
hagan to conafdar tha hing was 80 Lkoly 1o pnt u stop bl
the b owing up of a0 meny hoises w8 might make s wiler
'l'J' than woy hmd yet besn made by Ao oedinary method of
P Iln.lnn 20'!] by cugiges. x & & !

Then after i deseription of the abailing of the
wind and the grodusl dying ous ol the liee, e
quaing old diarist continues: —

about BL (eores's

The poors \! wore (ap
Fialde aud Maornside, ne st o8 LUGngas, anl serersl my.los

rovluged now t
r i I nu'um‘mm.r: aud porerty,

And agafn:—

I théa wend towards Intngton and §ij
ml.:hlxrl Trmo L0000 people of a

sper Al lying aang by phelr heapoes bak th wl
save from the hire, deploriog thetr (on4e 3 a1 theteh raaty (o
rrruh irom hiun ar and destibufion, yol ool aeking ope penny
i

igate, whers aus
1w anid dugreas

fd';l;:fiﬁ'aﬁb 0 oie appeared & strauger wight \ban any
How wivid an  idea

misery entulled by

we find in this

of the suMering
this  terriblo
stple  Bat  expressive
nareative ! Neavly two-tlilrds  of the entro
city were dssiroved. Tolrteen (housanid houses,
elghty-pane chorches and mauy prvtle boldings
ware reduced to charred wood and adies.  Taree
hundred and seventy-tiires geres within, uod sigy-
three acres without the walls pere urierly des
vastiuted, Well might Mr. FEvelyn compare (he fire
to that which ovarwhelimed Sodom aud Gotaorral,
or that other and yet mors awinl one which will
engulf the entire world o the Jay of doom ¥

Beginning on s Sunday a8 dul chat lu Chicago yes-
teriliy, the samea cause—a high wind—was chi cause
In each Inatande of the exrensive consequeincs of the
conflagration. Tae Lomdon lire, however, wad
Belzed upon by fanutical preachers as an Linstiation
of the avengiug justice of God npon the wickeMnesa
of the metropoils, Let us bops that wo American
pulplt will resound o this class of uuseemly *“lm-
provement” upon the awiul catastrophe ut Chicago |
The Londen fve also baed the Nonor of being spe-
clally predicted, 1o wilch respoct, also, Chicago 1a
comparstively happier.

New York's Girear Fire.

That great event (n the history of this city, the
‘great dre,” ocourred on the night of the l6th or
December, 1535 It was deciared by the croakers of
the thne o damper upon the cily's prosperity and a
clog to the wacels of 18 progress toward its present
position. But though the people losl & gi~a. part of
thelr capital, they did not lose thelr strength, eoecgy
and enterprise, and the proper application of those
quallties caused thelr clry Lo rise, Phuenix-uke, from
Iua ashes mord beautilul, stronger and juller of e
than before.

At between eight and nins o'clock on the evening
above stated tne fire was discovered in the atore

No. 26 Merchant street, & narrow streer that led from
Pearl Into Exchangoe streef, near wiere bie Vost
Oilice then was. The Named spread rapitly, and
at ten o'clock forty of the most valuable dry goods
stored in the ity were burned down or on fite. The
narrowness of Merchant street, and the Faln which
waa blowing, atded tue spread of tho deslructive
elament. 1t passed [rom building te budlding

leapod aoross tha street between the blocks, urgetd
Ly the gale and in no wise aeterred by (he fesble
forceas opposing .1t. Toe nignt was bitterly coid,
Aand, though tne tiremen were moat encrgotlo, o
freezing ol the hose and ihe water in thewr defec-
uve engines, compined wikh chen saiferiogs irom
the weather, inade their eiforta ol lttle avail. Tne
flames spread north and souih, east and west, untal
nmo:t every bullding on the area bounded by Wadl,
South and Browd streets, and Cocplies sup, was
burning, guited or levelled to  the gronnd.
There wasd not a bullding desiroyed on Broad
gtreet  nor on  the block on  Wall street
frum Willam to [Droad sirest, the fre taking
an almost cireular courseé just at tne rear of the
bulldings on tive <tréeta named. The scens ju Lbe
mght was oo of Indescribasle grandear, the glare
from the 300 bulidings that were wt oue thiue burning
brigatly hghting up the woole oity.  Io all 330 builds
ing were dedtroyed; they were of the largest and
most costly descriplivn, and were diled with tne
most valuable gools ”(‘lla total losa, esclmated at
dira: at about $:0,000,000, wus afterwarda lound to
bave been about $15000,000.  OF the bulldings
destroyed the most lportant were the Merchanta’
Exchunge, she 'ost UMos, the oilees ot the ceie-
brated bankers, the Josephs, the Allens pod the
Livingstona, the Pheuix bank and tee  bullding
owured and oecupled by Arthar Tappan, then muci
desplsed for his dutl-8 avery sympatiies, The busi-
ne=s portion of the cily was aloae that burued over,
8O Thil Low poor were renderad otherwiss than with

out employent.

New York, 1845,
Tho greatest five, since thnt of Decembor, 1838,
that has devastatod property lo thls ecity, began on
the morning of -the 20th of July, 1345, The five
originated in & sperm oll store 1n New street, near
the corner of Exchange place, about thres o'clock
oOn tho morning named, apd spread over a great
part of the terrivory which had been the seens of
the conflagration of 1835, Tne flames were com-
municaied to a chuir factory adjoining and nearer
to tho gorner of Exchange place, whence they
fml along Exchange piace to liroad street. There
ney enwrapped & budding in which was a guan-
tity of salipetre, or guopowder, on storage. When
this bullding had been burning for about fifween
minwes & most awiul explosion took place which
shook Lthe city like an eariiguale, The buliog
Was blown up, And With it sowmd other buildiugs,
lmmediatery alter tue explosion dre waa discovered
in four allferent places, and shorily the rear of the
entire bluck waa blazin boon the fAro leaped to
tue souih #ide of Broad sireel, passing at 'he same
tune to Broadway. All this tme the flremen, al-
thongh makiog the most strennous efforts, had ef-
Teciedd but hittle toward suppressing the flamies. oo
Broadway they spread downward toward the Bowl-
log Green; and on lroad street north toward Wall
street pand south to Beaver streef, wlong whicly they

wnd
vi=iatton

passed 1o New  stiget, Uoth sldes ol
wihicihh had  beon  deévistated. The fire was
clhieeked  ere  jt lhaa  reactied  the magnifcent

Mercuants’ Exchange ou s way to Wall strect
Hoth swaes of Exchange pace, Hom Broadway to
Lroad street amd hall way down to Wiliiam, were
burned. Every buollling on Hroadway Irom Ex-
change piace down was joveiled, and tueo the
fianies turued loto Marketfield sireet, where they
were  Cheched, Al her about theee hundred
builinings were destioy amwong which were the
cosuy shomes of commerce and flonnes and the
abodes of the poverty strcken., A hbera! estinato
ol the tutal a3 18 nede ot §5,000,000, Lut tiia 18
belittled when the lnentable jos4 of 1e of which
the explosion wia the occasion (A4 tbought ol
The number of persons witose lives were destroyed
never was accurately asoertalned, but it was gene-
rally bellaved o the tuuo that about slX persons
pershed.

Pittshurg, 1545.

Plishurg, P, was vislted by & muost desiructive
coufagration on the 10Mh of April, 1845, Uy It & very
large portion of the city was lal! wasle and o
greater number of louses destroyed than by all the
flres that haa eccurred previously Lo it Tweniy
squares, conta'ning avout eleven hundred buotla-
Ings, were burned over, OF thess bailldings the
grenter part were buginess houses coutainiug gools
ol nmménse value—grocery, dry goods snd ¢ouimis-
slon bouses, and the spring  Stock4 of the jaiter had
Just been jadd In. The dre commonced in & frame
butinlng at e coruer of Second and Forry streols,
and the prevalling sivond wina arged 1t witn fear-
ful rapidity through the clity, So shor! was thie shing
between the discovery of Who fames and their spread
thironzh the oiby that nuingy persons were unasie 1
save any of their bouaselold gowis, while olbers,
having got thaurs to the walk, were compelled to
flee and leave them to bo seused and destroyed by
the element. The merchants were sgually unsue-
cesstal tn saving anythiing from tneir warolionses,
The loss wis estimated at $10,000,000,

Philadelphia, 1530
A confagration hy winch an fmmease amonnt of
properiy wis dedtroyed took place i Pluladelphia
onthe 9th of July, 1550, L began about four o'vlock
on the atternoon of that day lu a store at 78 Norin
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e

leaving thelr blazing homes, hoolog to reach & nlace

e —

o ~mwary utensl s, | of SUfely, Were romatad Lo deil by 1t iLageltie

mdelml: "1.‘ ”mn?“:'ifa:.ﬂ‘:‘ soma e, and easy &l | ghout Ewenty Persous wore :u.u-twll.' n lu':- :Tlsli-rgl.";;
bed or board, who fiom '.un::'i.-f:nmrnm ‘eeh WS | housea. Firemen makmg vain endeavocs to Aava
Svnmodation n VAAIEIY wad W) ot of PO e | the poor creatures from their noole e wern

feartully burned, THhe (048 of pPropecty amon e &

about $500,000, wod Aty buliiugs wors 'JQ'ltlllf’ff

Frou Waslingion steeet 1o Federal, on St ¢ vory
Ui was Lurned,

]
i L 18 San Feaneivon, 1551,
'f Ban Francisco was retarded in
aed in s pros
e “"..,“ 14 preuuui';lruud Foration by many
. - .
gros towit' T oA TN were thant fiee, The most

cans, bur Iy

deatructhve of &
occurped i thay &

at sleven o'clock P
until e tee inst. The
RUMOURICA Lo B, 009, 16U, 4
|Ellim. The fire began W & G0omGieg the Amsrican
Sle of Foriamonti sqnas 3 .u Diﬂ.’&gwhﬂn sogy-

Bunse, Al bough bhut s sHTh g
€red, the b g was withile o ‘?‘f?ugﬁr '.“,;::z

e WARY conflugraiions wiuen linve
v biogan on the 40 of May, 1851,
L5, and was Lot overmistored
e that was caussd oy ie
and W dusiroyed 2,000 bullde

pulnt siop on the wess

pend Wit flasoues, wid  befure

conld  be goL W0 werk "IM m':"""ﬂm
G ami (AT bulbtinge o, arnin T
Bl OF the p'til shiep wers whee! W p R g
bulldtoges bebig all of wood wod extras © "u‘:"...m"“'
Eihila U five spndad ap Clay street, baes L0 S il
meato atd dowm LIy st owaaiy Gom 8T W B

feariul rapidisy, S0 the re dopurtmeenty M tom-
pelled tog\m WG UVery miisnpt 1o e cuingisd 't and
to confny el Wors to ueking 1t ol v liram
rapi.

I":lll'lﬂ![m this p&an thers cheshod the famed o ww Y
north sxdo nd Dupaas sireet,  Bat o every other di-
yeolion & ok 104 OVFIL COWNSe oMy Was oty arresud
AL L wilber s eulgee sl the vorea 9r the hodses thae
Ll been plotwn up, Lheslupplog Wi tike hacbor was
only protevied by the bréaking vp oF e wharves,
‘Thonsand=of persons weee mude homeless, and |
o long L alter ived (ot The Gusto Houss,
sevea hotehs, Lae Post Oy Ae oMeosol Wie «toni-
ship compaa y and the DabKi Iwase of Pace,
Hacon & Co. \wers destroyed, nriny the conting-
puce of the Bre n number oL persons 'were bushed
5ml otliers @il (rom thelr exeriloos teward sub-

mng W, .

Anvilier larga fire devnstated a great portion of
Lan Frauciseo m Jung, 1801, It ocenrred-on theados
OF thub taontiy, adid w0 Soaklibiogs were destrayed g
I Tl Loss wo q@tlinatcd wl 8,000,000, v

osvfiand (Me.), 1866,

The terrilde fire ‘wihich i Im mins mod” fhan
half of the city of Portland, ME, commenced al Ave
o'¢lock on the anermoon of the 4 of July, IE66
Heginning m o cooper's ship ae the fooff od
Migh streer, cansed. by a Orecracker beflng
thrown mmomg some Wool Bllavimgs, 1L swepw
through the <lgy with frighal  rapldlty. Witk
diMculty duy the inhabitduds of Lie kouses In ity

th escane with theiv (lves.  Litde edort was imnade

SAVe honealoll goods when LS savieg wvolved
& possthility of  death. Kverythlng ln whe track of™
tho faiues wad dasiroyed, amd #o  compheiely touks
when they had Lean overcotne aven the sloeels conld -
hurdly be traced. For aspace of ous mie and @
half long by & guarter of A e Wids, thers seemed
a stragailng lorest ol chimmneys, Witk parts of ther
walls attached, From the place of nming
fire was sawept by & vicleut gaie i a8 dovions way,
APAring nothung 1m It passago until 1t was checked
by the riius of the lonses wisch had becn blowa
up. The utinost endeavors of the firemen of the
ey, abusd by thosde trom other cities pud Low
wera o ile uvall  wodll e plan "3&
blowing wup bad  bedn  carrlel  ounr,  sod
then only 9 prevent the fire 1lrom epveady
AU Cause I8 for want of fuel to burn oat,  Une hai
of the city—aud hat the our wiilch inclnded s
business portlon-—=wus  desiroyed.  Every pank and
all the newspaper oflecs were burned, and i ils
somewhat singular 1o nots that wil the lawrers?
allcesin the city were swept away, The spisndid
city gl county buikhing vi Cougress sicect was
consblered Oreproof sod  sale, amd was filled. witn
furniture trom the Belghboring houses, sod tkem
the Muises catohlog 10 laid 16 in ruind,  All the
ewelry edtsblishigents, the wholesile dry goods
Ioied, several caurches, the telegraph oMoea wud
tue wajorky of other business places wero de-
B royed. The Unstom House, thongh badly burned,
wus not destroyed. Most singularly s bullding om
Miudie street, oceupied by a hardware Arm, waa lels
unscathed by the sea of fAame whioh surged and -
devastated all around it

Two thousamd persons  were rendered house
leas and were shelteved 1 the ohurches and Lenwa
erected for them.

In @i the 1088 was catimaten  at  §10,000,000,
Wi Wad LUE UL swall part coverad by lusurance.

Churlesten, LS6N,

Uharlesion, =, €., was, on the 27th of Apru, 1838,
visited by ono of the most destructive fires that has
evor ocuurred i auy city 1a this couniry, A terr
tory equak tu al/most ene hall of the eutire vity wae
made desolate, The fire broke ot at A quarter pasy

eight o'clock on the morning of the aay mentioued,
in a paint shop on Klng street, eorner of Beresiord,
nod raged unitl abous bwolve Al M, of the follow
day. It was then arre<ted by the nlowing up o
butidings in s path. Toere were 1,068 buldings
desivoywd, sud  the 054 ocvensioned was aboos
$,000000, The worst featore of the catasiropne
wis the loss of life which occurred wiille the honses
wers being biown up.  Throngh the ciréless nan-
ner In which the gunpowder wis waed lour of tae
most prominent citleeus of the city wers kilad aud
& number tnjured.

Chicazo, 15857, 1539, 1866, 1S68.

*On the morning of the 19il of Oc¢tober, 1557, & Ore
ovcorred in Clhicago which, though notable from
the amount of properdy de:troyed by It was made
awinl by the lows of baman e which it caused.
The fire Lroke out In n lirge double store In South
Wiker strect, and spread east and west to the butld-
mngs adfolotng, aun aercss an ailey 1o the rear to s
bloek of new bulldings,  All these were completely
desiroyed.  When the Rames were hrealening ons
of the tuildings w number of persons ascended to tre
roof to there fight ngalnst them,  Wholly cecupied
with tnelr work, they Jdid not notice that the wall of
the vurning tullding tottered, anl when warned of
thelr dunge: ey coild nod escape ere 1 foll, crusi-
lug tirough e house oo wilch they were, and
QAITY N Lem 1nto il cellar, O Lie number foues
veen were killed ana wore tjarad,  The loss 10 pro-
porty caused oy the fire amounreéd W over Lsll a
milion of dollars,

A lire, the must Msastrons after that of Qctober,
1867, taok place on September 15, 1569, It broke
In astable, aud, Apreaaiog i difercot directions,
conswned Wie block boumded by Cunton, North
Capal, West Lake and Fultun streets, on whiclh the
flable was situated. From tis vlock the fire was
communicated to Bigienfonl’s lead works snd e
the hyvisulic miiis, wheoce it paase.| 1o auother bi
ol bulldings, ali of which were destroyed.  Tooe
loss was about ve handred thousand doliar.

Propeny o the amount of  $500,000 was deatroyed
by fire on the 1ol of Augost, Laod, The Are orygl-
nated 0 & wholedale tolnecy estanlishment on Soach
Water street, and pugsed to the ad juloiog buslda
occupled by whoiesale grovery anid drug fnus.  The
Tirst two DUlldigs an contents wero  ulturly, whiie
iz otier was but partiatly, destroyed.

Alllre, which destroyed severnl Incge bustiness
honses on Lake and South Water streets, took place
November L=, 1906, 1t orguated o the tobsoco
warahousé of Banker & Co, and the osd caused by
It wus atout $500,000,

Tre fire which occurred on the 28th of January,
1564, wis the mogt descractive by which Chicade
Dbl wver been vistted. It broke out tn & large book
and shoe faciory un Lake streel, ana desiroyeld the
entire bloek oo which that buolldiog Was situated.
The #owrks rom Lose vulidiugs sec dre (o others
distant from them on the samae street, and caused
thele destructon. o oall the joss was abous

Delaware avenns.,  The fire was beyond coutrol |
when discoverad, and soon spread, despite the mast
strenuoud ellorts to prevens if, to fhe storelionses
aljoining. Wien the fre had reached ibe collar of
the bundlug o which 1€ had orlginatsl tho expiu-
sjons oconrred which rent the walls ol the bolldog
and theew Makes of compustible matiedin al alrec-
tlons, seting dre to many other buibdings.  Deli-
ware avenue aind Water street wore crowdod with
persuns who exaibited Hsle tear at these evidences
of dangerond substances twing stored i the bullding.
Suddenly o third and most ter citie eX08101 o earred,
by whleh & wiober of men, women and clhilldren
wore kitled and several bulldings demnoltsied, Tnis
disaster cau=ad » panic among the firemen and
spectalors, and In the elorts of all o escape from
danger many wore tampied apon and (njured,
Some were thrown nte thie Delnware, sl otners
gumh\r-l in to gel away from the falitng bricks and
Waind gent up from the mrmng bailding by e ex-
Ler of persons who lost their lves
# about thirty, nine persons who
Jnoiped into the rfrer o w Mgt were drowned, and
about one hundesd persons Iajured. The area over
wineh the fice sprowl contained uwbout foar hundred
butldings, 1s ocality was ong of the maost aeosely
popuiated m tue city, anl, a large number of the
resulents naving been poor peoplo, the sulferiu
Coused Was mmende.  The loss wus about one -
Hon dollars, ahd the Are woubl be a cotaparatively
Brnat one had thers been o loss ol 11,

plusion,  Tho nu
by ne uxplosion

Philadeiplia, 1543,

Tie most terrinie conflagration of which Phs-
deiplia was the thedire—aifrer that of July, 180~
ovearred there on the nerndag of Velwuary 8, 1865,
Like (ta prodevassor b brought deall Woneny, and

w6 The barning sl reges, and it wes now gotien so l
fur wf e Inuer Tempie, oide Flools siresie, the o Haoliey, |
Lodente HUl, Warwick jans, Nowgnte, ! ]

hla[". | bual ot

{u the modt tophble and panol manner.  Tag fire
originated among sevoral (nous wds of barreis of
it were stoced upan an opan 1oL on Wiesh.

Jugion near Nioth. faties sprowd
congh e ol af 01k Lad heen gunpowider,
1w u wery sbogd Wine wwo  thoonsand  bar

reis Were aclaze and  sending 8 huge colnmn
of Anme  and  smoke upward.  The  remidents
In the vicinity, Rwvakensd hy ¢ notse of the
bills and  dremen, amid afrighted hy tioe gare

Wil nearaess oo (e Are, roshed fn thew night gaes
:n::!m (b thie slreets that were coverod Wit anow
and slash,  The most prompt to jeave Uielr homes
gut uff with their lives: but thoss near the spot
woere the e comiuenced, ami not prompt Lo
evcape, were met by @ tervible soene. Tho biaz
oil poured luto Ninth stroet and down to "Imml
Mok the entire street o lake of five that Lok
tie houses on both sides of the street lor twe blocka,
Tue fames also passed o and down the oross
sireets and deatroyed a nomber of lonses, The flery
torrent was wiitled back and forih along the
Atreet @t the pleasure of e Wind, A is 1k

deniroyed every i Ulag a or near WY GOS0,

|

§0, 1R iy

“I'nivie wt Former Grent Fires

Norfolk, Va., destroyed by re and the cauuon balis
of te Britlsihe  Property o the amoant of
#1,600,000 destroyod,  Janoary 1, 1776

Quty of New York, soon diter passing 1nto posses
gl of the Britisiy 600 buddings cousuned. Seps

s
lichmond, Va.  The Governor of the
stare and o tnrge tumoer of the leaiiug inhabls

tants perished,  Dectuber 26, 1811

City of New York; 030 buolidings destroyed; loas,
$20,000,000,  Deceinber 16, 1855,

Whstingion city. General bost Omoe and Patens
(e, with over ten thonsand valuable models,
Arawings, &e,, desireyed, December 15, 1834,

Pluladeiplun,  Pilty-two botldiugs destroyed, Loss,
500,000,  Uctoner 4, 183,

Quehes, Catada; 150y bulldtngs aund wany iives
destroyml. Moy ds, 1540,

Quebec, Canaaa; 1,500 bhulldiugs aestroyed.  June
D, Lo

ity of New York; Ju0 bulidiogs destroyed; loas,

6,000,000,  June 0, Lo,

s, Johnw's. N, K., pearly desiroyed; 6,000 peophe
mads homelegs,  June 13, 15406,

Quetier, Canada; Theulrs Koyal; 47 persons burnsd

to death,. June 14, 1546,
Nuntucket; 500 budldiugs and clnlurir“ zmwﬂr -
nst'u. piers, Aec., de-

stroyed ] vulas, §5%0,000, Jul
AL Albany: oo buddlags, stean
stroyed; loss, lallm,am. Apgus? 17, 1548
Broskiyn, &M bulllings Jdesuoyed. Seplember 8,
1548,
AL St Louls; 16 blocks of hulises And 23 sSteambonte;

s estimated b $a,uo0,um May 17, L,
Froderiekton, N, B aboud 39 budldings destraysd.

Novernoer L1, Lss,
fngs bestroyed; loss, §1,%00,-

Neviaa, Usl, ;o o0 badl
oo, Narch i s

Al SWoekton, Cabg loss, $1,000,000.  May 14, 1461,

Concord, 5. K, groater part of the Lusiness portivn
of sho fown de-troved,  August 24 1851,

Congreastonnal LAUrary, ar Washingion; 53,000 vl
usm.).a, wilh wurks of Art, destroyed, smber ub,
1801,

At Moutread, VCanata, 1,300 Loudes destroyed; iodw,
§0,000,000,  July 8, 180k

Harper lrothors’ establisiinent, 1n this cuy; loea
over $1,000,000,  Decembor 10, 1568,

Metropolitan Hlall and Lalargs ilonse, o this city,
Jannary ¥, 1804

At Jersey City, thirey ractortes and hownses destroyed,
July B0, 1504,

More than 100 lhonses and factories in Uroy, N, Y.
on the same Jay & large part of MUwankes, Wi,
destroyeds  Augoat 23, 1804,

At Syracuse, N, Y., about 100 bolidings destroyet;

O YOS Copabt Fne SosuF o, ciober , (18

8l i P i
ity of Charleston, 8. G, Alnost demtroyed. | ebru-

2,000 homees Aestrarca’ lusk,




